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ust because the Do-Dah 
Parade is over doesn’t 

mean it’s time to go home!  
Hop on over to Central for an 
afternoon of family-friendly 
fun including games, rides, 
obstacle courses and a 
free concert by Joe Hertler 
and The Rainbow Seekers. 
This interactive band will 
keep the crowd jumping with 
confetti, piñatas, flowers, fog, 
sword fights and more! 

This fun-in-the-sun party 
also serves as the official 
kick-off of the Summer 
Reading Program. Be sure 
to sign up and dig into this 
year’s themes. 

Details on page 4.

Take your family to the library every month!
It’s finally Spring and we will celebrate this May with family-friendly 
stories, activities, guests and door prizes, sponsored by the 
Kalamazoo Literacy Council. For June, we didn’t want to miss out 
on all of the June Jubilee fun, so we pushed it back a week!  
Be sure to add us to your fun checklist. Sponsored by Kalamazoo 
Public Schools, NAACP and the Northside Ministerial Alliance.  

and sign up for Summer Reading!

May 4 & June 8, 2-4 pm, CEN, all ages

First Saturday

Join us for

June 8, 1-4 pm, CEN

Art Hop: LEGO 
View of Kalamazoo
June 7, 5-8 pm CEN

Local artist (and KPL Local 
History intern) David Kohrman 
will show his LEGO built replicas 
of classic Kalamazoo buildings! 
Kohrman will discuss his art 
and how he makes it all happen. 
There will also be LEGO building 
fun for the whole family! 

Sidewalk Sale
June 8, 9 am-3:30 pm CEN

Books for 10¢ each or $2 for a 
bagful – what a bargain! Choose 
from thousands of books at the 
annual Friends of the Library 
sidewalk sale during June 
Jubilee. Select from tables with 
more than 10,000 books sorted 
by genre. CDs, audio books, 
cassettes and video tapes will 
also be available for purchase. 



Agent Orange:  
History, Science and the 
Politics of Uncertainty
May 14, 6:30 pm, OSH
WMU history professor Ed Martini “draws 
on military records, government reports, 
scientific research, visits to contaminated 
sites, and interviews to disentangle 
conflicting claims and often ambiguous 
evidence” in his new book Agent Orange: 
History, Science and the Politics of Uncertainty. 
Martini will discuss his findings and ponder 
“what can, and should, be done for U.S. 
veterans, Vietnamese victims, and others 
around the world who believe they have 
medical problems caused by Agent Orange.”

Bob Tarte 
Author Visit
May 21, 6:30pm, WSQ
Michigan author 
Bob Tarte writes 
books about his pets, 
including his latest 

Kitty Cornered: How Frannie and Five Other 
Incorrigible Cats Seized Control of Our House 
and Made It Their Home.

Urban Fiction
May 28, 6pm, POW
This popular street lit group will talk about 
My Brother’s Keeper by ReShonda Tate 
Billingsley. Get your copy of the novel at 
the Powell desk. Refreshments.

eBooks @ KPL
June 4, 6:30pm, WSQ
Hear about KPL’s ebook 
collections and learn 
about downloading to 
digital devices like a 
Kindle, iPad, or Nook. 
Get help and answers 
for your technical 
questions from KPL’s expert staff. 

books 

Victor 
Robinson 
Author Visit
May 2, 6 pm, CEN
Kalamazoo resident 
Victor Robinson will 
share his remarkable 
story of rock ‘n’ roll 

excess and self-discovery that is detailed 
in his recently published book “Never Say 
Never…You Could Be Next” Tales of a Life 
Filled with Rock & Roll and Redemption. Book 
sale and signing will follow the presentation. 

music
The Crane Wives
May 15, 7 pm, CEN
The Crane Wives are an 
indie-folk outfit from Grand 
Rapids, MI that defies musical 
stereotypes. Formed in late 
August of 2010, they just 
finished recording their 
debut album titled "Safe Ship, 
Harbored." Using three-part 
vocal harmonies, eclectic 
instrumentation and a knack for 
dynamics, they create organic 
music that is both accessible 
and innovative. Each live show 
features contagious energy 
as well as original music that 
ranges from whisper-quiet 
ballads to danceable grooves.

events
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& more
Paper Flower Creations
May 7, 6pm, EAS
Create decorative handmade flowers with 
crafter Brenda Sanchez. These flowers are 
long-lasting and sure to brighten up any room!

Ask a Lawyer
May 9, 6-8, CEN
May 10, June 14, 11:30 am – 1 pm, CEN
Free legal clinics for persons of low- to 
moderate-income with Bar Association 
lawyers. Get help with most areas of civil 
law, including landlord-tenant problems, 
divorce, and family law. For a free 
20-minute appointment, call your preferred 
clinic location: Central Library, 553-7920; 
Powell, 553-7960. You may make only one 
appointment per four months. Clinics do not 
include follow-up. Further consultation must 
be negotiated with an individual attorney. 

Shop the Douglass 
Farmers’ Market
June 18, 4:30pm, POW
Meet at the Powell Branch 
Library to tour the Douglass 
Farmers’ Market with Erica Barajas,  
market manager. After shopping, learn 
simple recipes using fresh veggies.

Movies Under the Stars
June 20, Dusk, OSH
Enjoy family movies al fresco! Bring a 
blanket or lawn chair, bug spray, and a 
flashlight, and join us for a showing of 
Gnomeo and Juliet. Cosponsored by  
Friends of the Oshtemo Township Park. 
Weather permitting. 

Origami Butterflies
June 25, 6pm, OSH
Learn how to make folded paper butterflies 
with crafter Sara Baker.

Downtown 
Kalamazoo:  
Then and Now
June 10, 7 pm, CEN
Sharon Ferraro, Kalamazoo’s 
Historic Preservation 
Coordinator, will present a 
peek into Kalamazoo’s past – 
inside and out of downtown’s 
historic buildings. This is 
a preview to the Hidden 
Kalamazoo tours being 
presented by the Kalamazoo 
Historic Preservation 
Commission on June 15
and 16.

history & genealogy
Neighborhood Focus
This series honors the diversity and history 
of Kalamazoo’s neighborhoods. Observe 
Preservation Month, May, with a celebration 
of the historic Stuart neighborhood.

History
May 1, 7 pm, CEN
For almost 150 years, families have called 
the Stuart neighborhood home. Dr. Sharon 
Carlson, historian and neighborhood resident, 
will share her extensive knowledge of its 
history and founding families.

Architecture
May 8, 7 pm, CEN
Lynn Houghton, co-author of Kalamazoo: 
Lost and Found will offer an opportunity 
to examine more closely the variety of 
architectural styles that are found in the 
Stuart Historic District.

Arcadia Creek
May 22, 7 pm, CEN
Located along the eastern side of the Stuart 
neighborhood, Arcadia Creek was 
the center of a major development 
project over twenty years ago. 
Lynn Houghton will present an 
examination of its history and the 
project itself.

 intro to Genealogy
June 13, 1:30 pm, CEN
Learn how to start compiling 
your family tree through 
databases like Ancestry.com, 
Heritage Quest, KPL’s index 
to local publications, plus 
important print sources, major collections, 
and more. Registration required; starting May 
20, call 553-7808 or go online to register.

  Registration required. 
Call location listed or 
register online starting 
30 days before event.
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All summer reading games are sponsored by
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For more information about how to sign up for Summer Reading Games, 
please visit http://www.kpl.gov/summer. 

global reading 
challenge 2013
Every year the Kalamazoo 
Public Library sponsors a 
“battle of the books” program 
that promotes the reading 
of fiction and nonfiction that 
celebrate the world’s diverse 
community. The Global 
Reading Challenge is limited 
to 4th- and 5th-grade classes 
within the Kalamazoo Public 
Library District. Each team 
reads the same ten books and 
prepares to answer questions 
about characters, plots 
and settings in a quizbowl 
competition. Find out who our 
2013 winners were by visiting 
kpl.gov/kids. 

summer reading
dig into summer reading!
June 1 – August 24, 2013

This year’s Summer Reading Games will include bigger challenges and more 

rewarding prizes. Can you dig it? Sign up beginning June 1 or at the June 

Jubilee party on June 8 in Central’s Rose/Lovell Street parking lot. 

Deadline to redeem prizes:  
Saturday, August 31 by 5 pm  
(no exceptions)

How To Play
It’s simple! Read or listen to books for at 
least 20 minutes a day. Check off each 
day on your gameboard that you read 
20 minutes. When you read 20 minutes 
a day for a total of 15 days, bring your 
gameboard to the library for a reward. 

��Note: The 15 days do not need to 
be consecutive. You qualify for a 
reward as soon as the number  
of days you read equal 15. 

Readers of all ages can win bonus prizes by completing tasks 
on their bonus list. These age-appropriate challenges make this 
Summer Reading Games the most fun yet!

Dig into This 
Year’s Themes!
• Birth - 4th grade ...Dig into Reading

• Tween (Gr. 5-7) .....Beneath the Surface

• Teen (Gr. 8-12) .......Groundbreaking Reads

• Adult ......................Underground Kalamazoo 

Days

15

30

45

60

Bonus



tween/teen
Paper Flower Creations
May 1, 5 pm, POW
Create handmade and decorative flowers 
with crafter Brenda Sanchez. These flowers 
are sure to brighten any room! Gr. 5-12.

Pet Projects
May 2, 4:30 pm, OSH & WSQ
June 11, 4:00 pm, EAS
Celebrate National Pet Month by making a  
toy for your cat or dog. Don’t have a pet? 
Make a toy to donate to the SPCA of 
Southwest Michigan. Gr. 5-12.

May the 4th Be With You
May 4, 1 pm, OSH
Dress up as your favorite character and 
celebrate Star Wars culture with other fans. 
Treats, games, make your own lightsaber  
and more! All ages.

Free Comic Book Day
May 4, ALL DAY, CEN TEEN AREA
Celebrate comics! Get a free comic book 
from your library (while supplies last).  
Pick up in the Teen Area only. Gr. 5-12.

Teen Advisory Board (T.A.B.)
May 6, June 3, 3:30 pm, CEN
Plan programs and service projects, discuss 
books, movies, music, and web sites, eat 
snacks, play games, and have fun! Gr 7-12.

Open Roads Bike Program
May 11, 11 am, OSH
Learn social skills with biking, basic bike 
repair and more in this one-hour workshop 
presented by Open Roads of Kalamazoo.  
All ages!

Game Central: Analog
May 11, 2 pm, CEN
It’s an afternoon of strategy, skill and fun. 
Choose from our board or card games, or 
bring your own! Gr. 5-12.

Japanese Language Club
May 14, 21 & 28 and June 11, 18 & 25
6:00-7:15 pm, CEN
Come to this free class and learn Japanese 
in a relaxed environment. No experience 
necessary! Cosponsored by WMU’s Soga 
Japan Center. Gr. 7-adult.

Candy Craze
May 15, 4 pm, POW 
Enjoy yummy candy, then create projects like 
journals, magnets, bookmarks or buttons with 
the wrapper. We supply the materials, you 
supply the creativity. Gr. 5-12. 

J-Pop Club
May 20 & June 17, 3:30 pm, CEN
Enjoy Japanese Anime, manga, Pocky and 
food. Gr 7-12.

Tape it!
May 23, 4 pm, EAS
June 6, 4:30 pm, WSQ 
June 19, 4 pm, POW
We’ll have a rainbow of colors, patterns and 
sizes of Washi Tape, duct tape, and packing 
tape! Bring your own inspiration and create 
with tape. Gr. 5-12.

Movie & Popcorn:  
Wreck-It Ralph
June 21, 2 pm, CEN
It’s a classic Pinball game weekend 
at KPL. Celebrate with a special 
viewing of Wreck-It Ralph. 
Popcorn! All ages.

Game Central: Pinball
June 22, 2 pm, CEN
It’s the usual Saturday gaming 
event at the Central Library, but 
with an unusual twist: PINBALL! 
Learn about full-size arcade games 
and try your hand at some vintage 
pinball machines. No quarters necessary! 
Gr. 5-12.
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Survival  
Guide to Knots
June 26, 6:30 pm, CEN
Can you tie a knot?   
Why KNOT? Did you know 
knots can help you get food? 
Help you get a job? Entertain 
you? Save money? Join the 
Kalamazoo Nature Center’s 
Pete Stobie as he shares 
many ways that knots can be 
a fun and helpful addition to 
your life! Hands-on learning!

Flying Aces
June 20, 2 pm, OSH

Athletic, informative and 
humorous fun with Frisbees!  
The Flying Aces will delight 

all with Frisbee history, 
technique and an audience 

participation contest. 
All Ages.



kids
Doggone Fun!
May 14, 6:00 pm, EAS, all ages
A very doggy evening with local guests! Meet 
local author, Leslie Helakoski and hear about 
her new picture book, Doggone Feet. Leslie’s 
other books include the 2007 Michigan Reads 
Picture Book, Big Chickens. Visit with Zeus – 
the Guinness Book of World Records tallest 
dog in the world – from Otsego, MI. He’s only  
3 years old but 7 feet tall!

 Miss Lisa Ballerina
May 20, 10:30 am, CEN, 3-6 years
June 22, 10:30 am, OSH, 3-6 years
Movement and stories for preschoolers! 
Wear your comfortable clothing or your 
dance attire for an energizing time as Miss 
Lisa leads you through a series of dance 
movements and story fun. Space limited. 
Registration required, call 553-7804.

Bookworms
May 23, June 27, 4:30 pm, CEN,  
grades 1-3
Read Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters by John 
Steptoe with us in May and Any Which Wall 
by Laurel Snyder in June. Pick up a copy of 
the book at the Children’s Desk starting the 
first of the month. For kids in grades 1-3 with 
their adults.  

Spy Training
May 23, 6:30 pm, CEN, 6-11 years
Invisible ink, quiet careful movement, 
exemplary research skills! See if you  
have what it takes to be a spy in this 
interactive program. 

Preschool Dance Party
June 5, 6:30 pm, CEN, Family
We’re kicking off Summer Reading for  
birth to five-year-olds with a dance party.  
We’ll sing, dance, shimmy, shake, and clap 
together as we launch our Summer “Read  
to Me” Game together! 
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May 29, 10-11 am 
Bronson Park
Calling all child care providers, 
teachers and parents, you and 
your preschool children will 
enjoy this very special story 
hour featuring:

• A book for each child

• Healthy snacks and juice

• Costumed characters

• Lots of wonderful stories

This is a FREE event. Please 
R.S.V.P. 553-7873 by Friday, 
May 24. Bring a blanket to sit 
on. Portable toilets will be 
available at the park. Weather 
cancellations may apply.

Toddler Talk
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 10 am, OSH
June 5, 12, 19, 26, 10 am, OSH
Toddlers play while adults share the joys  
and challenges of parenting 1-3 year olds. 
Connie Koning, RN, facilitator.

Baby Talk
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 1:30 pm, OSH
June 5, 12, 19, 26, 1:30 pm, OSH
Talk about care of babies up to one year with 
other parents. Connie Koning, RN, facilitator.

 Read with Bailey
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 4-5:30 pm, OSH
Enjoy a “pawsitive” reading experience.  
Read to Bailey the loveable Schnoodle 
(Schnauzer/Poodle mix). Registration 
required, call 553-7984.

First Saturday
May 4, June 8 2-4 pm, CEN 
Details are on the cover.

LEGO at the Library
May 4, June 1, 10:30 am, OSH  
May 7, 6:30-7:30, WSQ
May 8, 4:00 – 5:30 pm, POW 
May 18, June 15, 10:30 am, CEN
June 4, 4-5:30 pm, EAS
Build, create, inspire, and imagine with other 
LEGO fans. Bricks provided, from Duplo to 
expert builder. All ages welcome.

Tablet Tales
May 6, 10:30 am, 
OSH, 2-5 years
Family storytime with 
books, music, and 
rhymes with some 
digital elements added 
in via the library’s 
iPads and apps. 
Caregivers will also have 
a chance to receive information about using 
apps with kids and to ask questions.

  Registration required. Call location 
listed or register online starting  
30 days before event.

  Space limited; ticket required.  
Pick up FREE ticket at host 
location starting one week before 
event; one ticket per person.  
Call location with any questions.

Party in
the Park
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Little Scientists
June 10, 10:30 am, CEN, 3-6 years
Early literacy and STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics)  
for preschoolers. Read stories and practice 
narrative skills. Explore scientific vocabulary 
with crafts and activities. Ages 3-6.

 Binder Park Zoomobile
June 13, 10:30 and 11:30 am, EAS, all ages
Zoom on over to the library and get up close 
and personal with animals from the Binder 
Park Zoo. Fun for the whole family. 

 Storyteller Chris Fascione
June 13, 4:30 pm, CEN, all ages
Nationally known story performer Chris 
Fascione brings classic literature to life with 
storytelling, mime, juggling, and comedy. 

 Joel Tacey’s wUnderground 
Comedy Show
June 17, 2:30 pm, POW, all ages
Join us for a subterranean celebration of 
reading with Michigan’s family funnyman. 
Comedy, juggling, magic and music. 

 Cool Cooking for Kids
June 18, 2 pm, EAS, 7-11 years

Stir up some excitement by 
making scrumptious snacks 
that require no oven or 
hot plate. Space limited. 
Registration required,  
553-7811. For ages 7-11; 
caregivers welcome! 

Family Night at Oshtemo
June 20, 7:30 pm 
Oshtemo Township Park, all ages
Bring a picnic dinner for your family and 
enjoy a concert, scavenger hunt, and an 
outdoor movie in the park. Steve Barber will 
return to Kalamazoo for a family friendly 
concert. Stay for the outdoor movie, Gnomeo 
and Juliet, beginning at dusk.

Tales on the Trail
June 21, 10:30 am, POW, all ages
Continues in July and August
Take a walk along the Kalamazoo River Valley 
Trail and listen to stories along the way. 

 Spoonman
June 24, 4:30 pm, WSQ, all ages
Anything is possible with Jim Cruise, a 
nationally-known spoons player. Jim will 
inspire families with his comedy and music. 

Zeus: the World’s Tallest Dog
June 26, 10:30 am, POW, all ages
Puppy-themed fun with stories, activities,  
and a visit from Zeus, the tallest dog in the 
world according to the Guinness Book of 
World Records.

Vehicle Day
June 27, 11 am – 1 pm, EAS, all ages
Visit with some BIG vehicles for an outside 
program, immediately following Family 
Storytime at 10:30 am. Bring your camera! 
This program will be held rain or shine. 

 Jim Merrills’ Magic 
Underground
June 28, 2 pm, OSH, all ages
Dig into reading with Magic Underground.  
Mr. Jim will reveal some magical surprises 
like the keys to Pharoah’s tomb and secret 
pirate treasures!

storytimes
Adult caregiver must 
accompany babies and 
toddlers. Siblings may  
attend as guests.

Musical Storytime
May 6, June 17, 6:30 pm, 
CEN, all ages
Stories, songs, and special 
guests with Mr. Bill!

Evening Storytime
May 9, 6:30 pm, CEN,  
all ages
Storytime fun for the whole 
family with Mrs. Andrea!

Toddler Storytime
Tuesdays, 10 am, CEN,  
2-3 years
May 7, 14, 21, 28
June 4, 11, 18, 25
Stories, songs, rhymes and 
age appropriate activities  
for 2- and 3-year-olds.  
Siblings welcome.

Family Storytime
Stories and activities designed 
for birth to 5-year-olds.

Mondays, 4:30 pm, CEN 
May 13, 20 
June 3, 10, 24

Wednesdays, 10:30 am, POW 
May 1, 8, 15, 22 
June 5, 12, 19, 26

Thursdays, 10:30 am, EAS 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 
June 6, 13, 20, 27

Thursdays, 10:30 am, OSH 
May 2, 9, 16, 23 
June 6, 13, 20, 27

Fridays, 10:30 am, CEN 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
June 7, 14, 21, 28
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*****ECRWSS*****
RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMER

Since its foundation in 1893, our Youth Services department 
has been focused on promoting early childhood literacy and 
works diligently to provide books, programs, and games 
to stimulate cognitive growth in our youngest patrons and 
spark a life-long passion for reading.  

This spring we are proud to host our 16th Annual Celebration of Early Childhood Literacy with 
Party in the Park on Wednesday, May 29 in Bronson Park (details found on page 6). KPL Staff and 
members of our community take an hour out of their busy schedules to spend time reading to 
children. It is truly amazing to see the positive impact this program has not just on the children who 
are thrilled by the stories, costumes, play-acting, but the impact it has on the adults witnessing 
small imaginations bloom brighter than the flowers in Bronson Park. 

We will also be an official location for the June Jubilee celebration in downtown Kalamazoo on 
Saturday, June 8. Central will be hosting family-friendly activities, games, concerts and more. 
Come down and see us at the Do-Dah Parade and then stay for the party that will be held in 
the parking lot behind the library on Rose and Lovell. The party is also the official kick-off of our 
Summer Reading Program and we encourage everyone to come and sign up. We have games 
for children and teens ages 0-18 and adult games, too. Make it a family challenge and sign up the 
entire brood. Books will also be for sale in the portico at the Friends of the Library Super Saturday 
Sidewalk Sale. 

To learn more about our early 
childhood literacy efforts, 
visit kpl.gov/kids/ready-to-
read and connect to the 
programs and tools you 
need to get started with 
your little reader today. 

director's note

Central Library – CEN 
315 S Rose St, 49007 
553-7800

Friends of the 
Library Bookstore 
315 S Rose St, 49007 
553-7820

Eastwood – EAS 
1112 Gayle Ave, 49048 
553-7810

Oshtemo – OSH 
7265 W Main St, 49009 
553-7980

Alma Powell – POW 
1000 W Paterson St, 49007 
553-7960

Washington Square – WSQ 
1244 Portage St, 49001 
553-7970

Library Board
Cheryl TenBrink 
President

Valerie Wright 
Vice President

James VanderRoest 
Treasurer

Fenner Brown II  
Secretary

Lisa Godfrey 
Robert Brown 
Bruce Caple 
Trustees

Credits
Kalamazoo Public Library’s 
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support from the Friends of  
the Library. Contact us with  
your comments or suggestions,  
553-7879 or email mac@kpl.gov.
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